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The Problem:

- Table of Contents functionality (the ability to download individual chapters) 
helps students a lot

- Large PDFs (especially high quality scans) can be slow on certain computers
- As physical books don’t have this issue, chapter downloads hold value as an 

accessibility aid
- Our ToC coverage is low, and that coverage is low-quality
- Our target: all requests received after March 1st being checked for ToC 

quality



The Challenge

The majority of books we process (nearly 60%) display no ToC to the user; about 
30% of them have dysfunctional ToC with garbled chapter titles

- Internet Archive generates ToC data automatically based on the 
OCR-generated text of scanned books (we convert to our own metadata 
format and generate chapter downloads)

- Layout context is lost
- Multilevel chunking cannot be handled by the algorithm

Solutions previously considered: editing the raw XML and potentially cancelling all 
ToC generation in future



What good OCR looks like



What bad OCR looks like



Recent ACE uploads



ACE ToCs according to Book Interchange Tag Suite (BITS) 
metadata

Books Without Book-Body tag in BITS:   3219 (this includes Internet Archive books)
Books Without toc.xml in File System:    2936
Bad ToC (Books without Book-Body BUT contains BAD ToC in File System):  641
Bad OCR: Unknown



The editor

What you need for access:

● Admin tool account with editing credentials (Link to Admin tool)

Who can edit a ToC right now?

● Anyone with an account for the editor (currently a handful Scholars Portal 
members)

● Accounts can be easily created and are available upon request!

https://admintool.scholarsportal.info/login


How it works



How it works



Example
Let’s consider two examples

1: Incomplete, lacking.

Common ID: 
/ebooks/ebooks8/ace_ia8/2024-01-11/1/orpheusdescendin00will_0



Example
1: Incomplete, lacking. Edited!



Example
2: Gibberish.

Common ID:
/ebooks/ebooks8/ace_i
a8/2024-02-09/1/artisti
ctheoryin00blun_0



Example
2: Gibberish.

Edited!
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Thank you for listening!

Want to complete a TOC or two?

Email us at ace@scholarsportal.info 

mailto:ace@scholarsportal.info

