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Canadian Census Data Discovery Partnership 
(CCDDP)

Our Vision:

Build an open, bilingual, Census of Canada research platform

Phased approach:

1. Phase 1: scope & design census inventory (OCUL, 2017-19)

2. Phase 2: partnership development, census inventory completion, 
planning (SSHRC, 2021-24)

3. Phase 3: build the census discovery portal (TBD)



Phase 2: SSHRC Partnership Development Grant

Objectives:

1. Complete a comprehensive, bilingual census inventory database

2. Conduct stakeholder and user consultations

3. Investigate needs for national census discovery infrastructure

4. Develop preliminary proof-of-concept for census discovery portal

Culminating in a vision document for a future Canadian census 
discovery portal



Partners & researchers

Formal partnerships:

• University of Toronto Libraries

• (applicant organization)

• Map & Data Library

• Scholars Portal

• University of Ottawa Libraries

• University of Alberta Library

• Mount Saint Vincent University Library

• Concordia University Library

• Library & Archives Canada

• Statistics Canada

Individual investigators & 
contributors:

• About 30 project participants from 
representing both partner orgs and other 
institutions:

• 9 grant investigators

• 3 formal collaborators

• 12 student employees

• Other contributors on various project 
committees



Why?

• Supporting historical census data is challenging

• The materials aren’t user-friendly

• High level of community interest



What is the census?

• Canada’s largest and most comprehensive data source

• An official count of every person

• First census in what is now Canada was conducted in 1665-6 in New 
France

• Censuses were conducted by colonial governments until 
Confederation, dates and regional coverage varied

• Nowadays the census is national and is conducted every 5 years



What’s in the census? Archival materials –
Census returns



What’s in the census? Published tables



What’s in the census? Maps



What’s in the census? Geospatial data



What’s in the census? Microdata

1921 1971
No readily available 
microdata

Researcher generated 
microdata

Statistics Canada 
generated microdata



What’s in the census? Documentation



How do we access the census?
Government 
websites/portals



How do we access the census?
Community-
built 
platforms



How do we access the census?
Community-
built 
platforms



How do we WANT to access the census?

• Create a single access point where people can identify all of these 
different resources for all census years

• Provide nuanced search tools – by geography, time period, subject, 
and material type

• Provide search results at the item level – e.g. identify individual tables 
rather than just the publication the table is found within



The
inventory



The database (Airtable software) 119/140 censuses 
inventoried to date



Authority lists – geographic units



Authority lists - subjects

Problem:
Discriminatory 

terminology used 
in historical 

censuses



Stakeholder & user consultations

• Consultations & related activities completed:
• Consulted with library community at Data Liberation Initiative conference 

(2021)
• Disseminating Census Data: Learning from Experience workshop (2022)
• Review and assessment of existing Canadian census data platforms
• Survey of stakeholder organizations (owners of 8 key existing census data 

platforms) (2022-23)
• Survey of end users census data needs (2023)

• Activities currently underway
• Further discussions with stakeholder organizations
• Analysis of data from surveys
• Inclusive Census Discovery – consultation on mitigating harmful impacts of 

census content within the discovery platform



The census platform 

The power of the inventory once online and searchable…

“I want to find what data was collected in the 19th century about Canada’s 
Indigenous peoples”
• Many censuses were taken within this time frame – including regional 

censuses in the pre-Confederation period
• Censuses may or may not have included indigenous peoples, very time 

consuming to check them all
• Terminology to describe indigenous peoples varied over time

The census platform aims to facilitate this kind of searching



Proof of concept development



Next steps

• Phase 2 project wrap up by March 31, 2024
• Complete project deliverables

• Final report – vision for future phase

• Start on Phase 3



Questions?

We’re always looking for more collaborators. Get in touch anytime:

Leanne Trimble: leanne.trimble@utoronto.ca

https://cddp-pddr.ca/en/

census@scholarsportal.info

mailto:leanne.trimble@utoronto.ca
https://cddp-pddr.ca/en/
mailto:census@scholarsportal.info
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