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Overview

● Public Opinion Polls in Canada
● Odesi Public Opinion Poll Collection
● New/upcoming surveys
● How-to Search & Access POP Collections
● Odesi Game: Guess that POP!
● ‘Behind the Scenes’: Curation & Deposit Checklist
● New Resources: Odesi Metadata Best Practices & Deposit Guides
● Curation Challenges
● Odesi Updates: Tools & Integrations 
● Odesi Q&A 



-API counts as infographic



Public Opinion Polling in Canada

Definition
• Type of survey or inquiry designed to 

measure the public's view on a topic
Gallup Canada

• First polls appeared in the 1940s
• Conducted by the Canadian Institute of 

Public Opinion till 2000
• Conducted about once a month first by 

face-to-face interviews then telephone 
interviews

• Used a modified probability sample of adult 
Canadians 



Gallup, May and June, 1945 
Demographics
● Ethnic origin
● Language spoken at home
● Occupation
● Wealth
● Religion

General survey questions
● Have a car
● Have a phone
● Union membership

Elections
● Interest in federal election
● Vote in all/some/last elections

Party
● Best party to win war, for future, handle tasks Gallup May and June 1945 datasets

https://odesi.ca/en/results?q=*&l=ANY&s=rel&c=gallup&page=1&op0=AND&q0=1945&l0=PY


Gallup June 1945: Family Ethnic Origin



Gallup June 1945: Occupation



POP Collection - Series
POP Collection

● Gallup
● Ipsos
● Pollara
● Angus Reid and affiliates
● Forum Research
● CRIC
● Leger

Canadian Opinion Research Archive

● Environics
○ Focus Canada
○ Focus Ontario
○ Environmental Monitor

● CROP
○ Political
○ Socio-Cultural

● Decima Quarterly
● Consortium on Electoral Democracy

○ Provincial and Territorial Election Study
○ Canadian Election Study
○ Democracy Checkup In Canada



POP Collections: Date Coverage
Series Years covered

Gallup Canada 1945 - 2000

Ipsos Reid 1990 - 2007

Pollara 1990-2010

Ipsos Canadian Public Affairs 2006 - 2014

Ipsos Global @dvisor 2010-2016

Angus Reid Institute
Angus Reid Global 2013 - 2015

Forum Research 2015 - 2020

CRIC 1997 - 2003

Voice of the People (Leger) 2002 - 2011



CORA: Date Coverage
Series Years covered
Environics
● Focus Canada
● Focus Ontario 
● Environmental Monitor

1978 - 2013
1986 - 2005
1987 - 2001

CROP
● Political Surveys
● Socio-Cultural Surveys

1977 - 2005
1983 - 1996

Decima Quarterly 1980 - 1995

Consortium on Electoral Democracy
● Provincial and Territorial Election Study
● Democracy Checkup In Canada

2020 - 2022
2019 - 2022

Canadian Election Study 1965 - 2021



Canadian Gallup Poll, 
November 1971, #350

POP Collection - Survey Examples 

2020 British Columbia 
Election Study

2014 Ontario General 
Election Staging Survey

Hockey Night in Canada 
Year in Review, 2015

Forum Research Political Poll - 
Federal Issues (Canada) 2018

https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP2_K2B6HI.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP2_K2B6HI.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP3_VC5LU2.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP3_VC5LU2.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP_YGTWPE.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP_YGTWPE.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP_YQ4R37.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP_YQ4R37.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP2_FZO8KC.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP2_FZO8KC.xml


POP Topics

Over 70 years covering:
● Politics, Elections, Government, 

Political Parties
● Ontario Elections
● Canadian culture and sport
● Environment 
● Healthcare
● Education
● Employment, unions, economic 

development
● …and more



POP Variables

● Drones / Surveillance
● Birth control
● Religion / Hell / Heaven / Prayer
● War Measures Act / Emergencies Act
● Covid / Polio / Vaccinations /AIDS
● Sports / Hockey / CFL
● Equity / Gender / Disability / Race
● Belief / Values
● Origins of humans
● Travel
● Immigration
● Ownership - house / phone / car
● Firearms

● Satisfaction with government
● Political parties / Candidates / Politicians
● Economy / Finance / Free Trade
● Meech Lake Accord / Constitution / Charter
● National unity / Separation / Federalism
● Labour / Employment / Union
● Climate / Oil / Kyoto / Pollution
● Media / Newspapers / Radio / Social media
● Social Policy / Welfare
● Nuclear war / Atomic bomb
● Crime / Sexual Harassment
● USA / China / India / Trade
● Human rights 



POP Guide

● Open Bilingual Guide (English & 
French)

● Overview of public opinion polls 
● Geographic coverage on map 
● Topics covered and example 

searches
● Searching and browsing guide
● Contributing archives and 

universities



Consortium on Electoral Democracy
● Canadian Election Study

○ With next federal election
● Democracy Checkup 

○ 2023 coming soon
○ Will be run till at least 2026

● Provincial and Territorial Election Study
○ Remaining Provinces and Territories:

Prince Edward Island, Alberta, Manitoba
Yukon, Northwest Territories, Nunavut

Upcoming Surveys



New Longitudinal Dataset on Public Opinion 

Project:
● Integrate the Canadian Gallup surveys (1945-2000), 

Environics Focus Canada (1978-2013), and the Canadian 
Election Study (1965-2021) into a single large database of 
Canadian citizens’ policy attitudes across hundreds of 
distinct issues and more than seven decades of Canadian 
history.

Primary focus on 2 type of variables:
● Vote intention
● Policy issue variables



New Longitudinal Dataset on Public Opinion

Attempt to answer following questions:
● How have policy attitudes changed over the 70+ years of surveys 

cover and among which segments of the public
● How have these attitudes structure vote intention/vote choice

○ When did changes happen/emerge
○ How did they spread across the country
○ What extent are Canadians divided in their policy preferences
○ Which issues have most divided party supporters over time

Research Team:
● Jack Lucas, PI, University of Calgary
● Elizabeth Goodyear-Grant, Queen’s University
● Dave Armstrong, Western University
● Tyler Romualdi, PhD candidate, Western University



Search Collections 

● Browse by topic, survey series title, and year
● Full text ‘anywhere’ search 
● Search by title, keyword, author, series, publisher, date range, collection
● Filter by geography, type of data, distributor, producer, and more\
● Variable and question searching & ‘Matching Variables’ search



Search Filtering 

Filter by title or other fields

Full text search 

Date range



Odesi Browse



Browse collections by topic, series, year



Odesi Collections



Search Results

● Dataset Title
● Snippet search term 
● Matching Variables

○ Search variables & questions 
○ Preview variables & chart 

frequencies
● Filter results by collection, 

series, keywork, topic, 
geography, language, type 
of data, and more



Odesi Filters



Preview Variables 



Data Explorer

Browse by 
Variable 
Groups

Select / 
Unselect 
Variables

View summary statistics 
, frequencies, question 
information

Search for 
variables 

Cross tabulate 
two or more 
variables

View multiple 
summary 
statistics

Subset and 
download



Data Explorer: Analyse & Cross-tabulate



Data Explorer: Download File
Subset by 
variables 
(.tab)

Download full 
original 
(mostly 
SPSS files)

.TAB tab full 
delimited file

Rdata format

DDI variable 
XML



Search Interface: Download File 



Flex your Odesi & POP knowledge! Play this Odesi Game



1. Name that Trudeau! Justin or Pierre?

Results are from the Canadian Election Survey, 1972 and 2021. 



Answer

A: Justin Trudeau
Canadian Election Study, 2021
Question: 

“How satisfied are you with the performance of the federal government under 
Justin Trudeau? / Quel est votre niveau de satisfaction quant à la 
performance du gouvernement fédéral sous Justin Trudeau?”

B: Pierre Trudeau
Canadian Election Study, 1972, September
Question:

“Now, I would like you to rate Pierre Trudeau in terms of his ability to handle
the job of Prime Minister -- very able, fairly able, not very able, not at all able”

https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP3_MMXTFC.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP3_BZCWI7.xml


2. Name that Trudeau: Justin or Pierre?

Pre-Question [IF]: Now, if a federal election 
were being held today who would you be 
voting for?  

Literal Question: If QA25/QB25 = Liberal 
Trudeau, WHY?

Coded Answers:
0 Don’t know
1 Good Party 
2 Trudeau good leader, best qualif
3 Like way they handle things
4 Always voted liberal
5 Do the most for the country
6 Need time, time to finish work
7 Like Liberal government 
8  Experienced
9 All others (tabbed)



Answer: Pierre

Canadian Election Survey, 1972 



3. Most Important Issue: Match Years - 1965, 1972, 1982, 2010



Answer

A: Canadian Election Study, Sept 1972

B: Environics Focus Canada, 2010

C: Canadian Election Study, 1965

D: Decima Quarterly, June 1982

https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP3_BZCWI7.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP3_TYTR2O.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP3_IH8WA4.xml
https://odesi.ca/en/details?id=/odesi/doi__10-5683_SP3_1PLTNX.xml




Odesi Markit Program Overview

● Started in 2008
● Collective group from OCUL libraries 
● Purpose: Maintain the Odesi data collection and repository

○ OCUL provides funding to hire students to markup Odesi data, providing training opportunities 
& valuable service support

● “Markup” - a term used to describe creating metadata and publishing datasets 



Odesi Metadata Best Practices Guide 
& Data Deposit Guide  

Best Practices Guide (English , French) 

● New guide & version 4.0.1 released February 2024
● Based on the Data Documentation Initiative (DDI) metadata standard in 

Dataverse (Borealis instance)

Data Deposit Guide (English Only) 

● New guide for depositors and curators

https://zenodo.org/records/10655425
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10655394
https://zenodo.org/records/10655390


BPG: Citation Metadata



BPG: Social Science Metadata 



BPG: Variable Metadata



BPG: Terms of Use



Odesi Controlled Vocabularies

Controlled Vocabularies

● Language
● Geographic Unit
● Data Type
● Topic Classification
● Documentation & 

Type of File



Odesi Data Deposit Guide

● How-to step-by-step guide to deposit
● Files and deposit structure 

○ Uploading data and ZIP files 
○ Documentation
○ Working with SPSS Syntax  
○ Language settings in SPSS

● Metadata Templates
● User Interface tips
● Deposit Quick Guide
● Cross-linkage to Metadata Best Practices



Odesi Curation Checklist 

1. OBTAINING AND PREPARING THE 

DATA AND DOCUMENTATION FILES

2. CREATING A DATASET

3. ADDING METADATA

4.  ADDING FILES

5. ADDING AND EDITING TERMS AND 

LICENSES

6. ADDING VARIABLE GROUPS AND 

VARIABLE METADATA

7. PUBLISHING DATASET



C-Dem Dataset Deposit 

Metadata Form:

● Document information
● Author, PI, production information
● Funding or grant information
● Dataset metadata
● File information
● Additional notes

Based on metadata collection form designed by 
Michael Steeleworthy, WLU



Common Curation Challenges 

● Incomplete metadata
○ Lack of structured metadata available
○ Variable labels & categories are unclear and/or not documented correctly

■ Uncoded & open responses  
○ Additional documentation is not provided and/or available

■ Questionnaire
■ User Guide 
■ Codebook 

● Diacritic issues & file encoding
● Proprietary File Formats

○ SPSS, SAS, STATA not open software 
○ Install licenses and use 
○ Obsolete formats 



Data Curation Tool

● Odesi & Borealis integrated web-based tool 
○ Tabular data is ingested and stored as variable metadata in the repository (relational 

database)
○ Variable metadata can be edited using the Data Curation Tool

■ Variable groups
■ Variable labels
■ Question text
■ Universe
■ Notes
■ Weights (declare and assign)

● A DDI Codebook is generated (HTML & DDI XML)



Data Curation Tool

Select Multiple 
Variables

Add/Edit Variable 
Groups

Search Variables

Download Full  
Metadata Record  
(DDI XML)

Save to 
Dataverse 
Repository

Edit / Add Variable Metadata 
(Question Text)



Variable Metadata

● Labels
● Question Text
● Interviewer Instructions
● Universe 
● Notes
● Variable Group
● Weighting



DDI Codebook XML & HTML
Add XML view



Odesi Ongoing Developments

● Continuous improvements
○ Tools and feature development 

■ New features to support integration of Data Curation Tool & Data Explorer into a single 
application 

■ Data Explorer - Cross Tabulations 
● Cross-tabs: New selection options for variables
● Cross-tabs: New options for display of column and row totals, percentages, and 

weighted results
● Data Curation Tool 

○ Used by curators and students for curation of data (variable metadata)
○ New import XML (DDI) options



New Data Curation Tool and Data Explorer:  In Development



Data Explorer: Cross-Tabulations



DCT: Import DDI Variable Metadata



Resources

● Odesi blog post ‘Love Data Week 2024’
● Odesi User Guide (English | French)
● Odesi POP Guide (English | French)
● Data on Racialized Populations in Canada (English | French)
● Odesi Metadata Best Practices Guide (English | French) 
● Odesi Deposit Guide (English only)
● Dataverse Project, IQSS (Harvard University)
● Tabular Data Ingest (Dataverse Guides)
● Data Explorer code on Github
● Data Curation code on Github

https://spotdocs.scholarsportal.info/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=337674346
https://learn.scholarsportal.info/all-guides/odesi/
https://learn.scholarsportal.info/fr/guides/odesi/
https://learn.scholarsportal.info/featured/pop/
https://learn.scholarsportal.info/fr/collections-en-vedette/sop/
https://learn.scholarsportal.info/featured/data-on-racialized-populations/
https://learn.scholarsportal.info/fr/collections-en-vedette/donnees-sur-les-populations-racialisees/
https://zenodo.org/records/10655425
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.10655394
https://zenodo.org/records/10655390
https://dataverse.org/
https://guides.dataverse.org/en/latest/user/tabulardataingest/ingestprocess.html
https://github.com/scholarsportal/dataverse-data-explorer-v2
https://github.com/scholarsportal/Dataverse-Data-Curation-Tool


Contact Your Library Data Service Contacts 

https://odesi.ca/en/contact https://odesi.ca/

@borealisdata@mstdn.ca
info@borealisdata.ca

odesi@scholarsportal.info

Thank You!

https://odesi.ca/en/contact
https://odesi.ca/


Q&A
● Public Opinion Polls in Canada
● Odesi Public Opinion Poll Collection
● New/upcoming surveys
● How-to Search & Access POP 

Collections
● ‘Behind the Scenes’: Curation & 

Deposit Checklist
● New Resources: Odesi Metadata Best 

Practices & Deposit Guides
● Curation Challenges
● Odesi Updates: Tools & Integrations 

Have questions 
about what we've 

covered? We're 
here to help!


